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HOUSE BILL No. 4179 
February 3, 2005, Introduced by Rep. Stewart and referred to the Committee on Higher 

Education and Career Preparation. 
 

 A bill to amend 1999 PA 94, entitled 
 
"Michigan merit award scholarship act," 
 
by amending section 7a (MCL 390.1457a), as added by 2004 PA 595. 
 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT: 
 
 Sec. 7a. (1) Subject to section 7b(2) and to adjustment under  1 
 
subsection (2), a student who was enrolled in grade 7 in or after  2 
 
the 1999-2000 school year, who meets the requirements of section  3 
 
7b(1), and who the board finds has taken the middle school  4 
 
assessment test in each of the subject areas while in grades 7 and  5 
 
8 is eligible for 1 of the following Michigan merit award  6 
 
scholarships: 7 
 
 (A) IN SCHOOL YEARS BEFORE THE 2006-2007 SCHOOL YEAR, 1 OF THE  8 
 
FOLLOWING: 9 
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 (i)  (a)  If the board finds that the student while in grades 7  1 
 
and 8 received qualifying results in 2 of the subject areas of  2 
 
reading, writing, mathematics, and science, a Michigan merit award  3 
 
scholarship of $250.00. 4 
 
 (ii)  (b)  If the board finds that the student while in grades  5 
 
7 and 8 received qualifying results in 3 of the subject areas of  6 
 
reading, writing, mathematics, and science, a Michigan merit award  7 
 
scholarship of $375.00. 8 
 
 (iii)  (c)  If the board finds that the student while in grades  9 
 
7 and 8 received qualifying results in all of the subject areas of  10 
 
reading, writing, mathematics, and science, a Michigan merit award  11 
 
scholarship of $500.00. 12 
 
 (B) BEGINNING WITH ASSESSMENT TESTS TAKEN BY STUDENTS AFTER  13 
 
THE 2005-2006 SCHOOL YEAR, 1 OF THE FOLLOWING: 14 
 
 (i) IF THE BOARD FINDS THAT THE STUDENT WHILE IN GRADES 7 AND 8  15 
 
RECEIVED QUALIFYING RESULTS IN 2 OF THE SUBJECT AREAS OF READING,  16 
 
WRITING, MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE, AND SOCIAL STUDIES, AN ADDITIONAL  17 
 
MICHIGAN MERIT AWARD SCHOLARSHIP OF $200.00. 18 
 
 (ii) IF THE BOARD FINDS THAT THE STUDENT WHILE IN GRADES 7 AND  19 
 
8 RECEIVED QUALIFYING RESULTS IN 3 OF THE SUBJECT AREAS OF READING,  20 
 
WRITING, MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE, AND SOCIAL STUDIES, AN ADDITIONAL  21 
 
MICHIGAN MERIT AWARD SCHOLARSHIP OF $300.00. 22 
 
 (iii) IF THE BOARD FINDS THAT THE STUDENT WHILE IN GRADES 7 AND  23 
 
8 RECEIVED QUALIFYING RESULTS IN 4 OF THE SUBJECT AREAS OF READING,  24 
 
WRITING, MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE, AND SOCIAL STUDIES, AN ADDITIONAL  25 
 
MICHIGAN MERIT AWARD SCHOLARSHIP OF $400.00. 26 
 
 (iv) IF THE BOARD FINDS THAT THE STUDENT WHILE IN GRADES 7 AND  27 
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8 RECEIVED QUALIFYING RESULTS IN ALL OF THE SUBJECT AREAS OF  1 
 
READING, WRITING, MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE, AND SOCIAL STUDIES, AN  2 
 
ADDITIONAL MICHIGAN MERIT AWARD SCHOLARSHIP OF $500.00. 3 
 
 (2) In any fiscal year, the board may adjust the amount of a  4 
 
Michigan merit award scholarship available to students eligible  5 
 
under subsection (1) based upon its determination of available  6 
 
resources and amounts appropriated, but the board shall not  7 
 
increase an amount by more than 5% in any fiscal year. The board  8 
 
shall notify the governor, the speaker of the house of  9 
 
representatives, and the majority leader of the senate in writing  10 
 
at least 30 days before an adjustment under this subsection. 11 
 
 (3) AS USED IN THIS SECTION, "SOCIAL STUDIES" MEANS THAT TERM  12 
 
AS DEFINED IN SECTION 1279 OF THE REVISED SCHOOL CODE, 1976 PA 451,  13 
 
MCL 380.1279.  14 


